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Philippians 2:13 – For it is God who works in you and to act according to His good purpose.

I’ve been obsessing over the right words to say as I embark on sharing the journey that the Lord has me on right now in my life.  Typically I have been a person who enjoys life and staying on the go!  (As many of you know Go is my middle name.)  But I started encountering a little hitch in my get along.  Frequently I started feeling a bit tired and told myself that was just to be expected.  My appetite declined and I told myself you can stand to lose a pound or two.  Richard was smart not to point this out, and he saw the changes, instead he offered a solution by saying, “Why don’t you go to my doctor so we can at the same office and have appointments on the same days in the future?”  It was at my first appointment with his doctor that I was given a dilemma.  He had found a mass in my liver.  My thoughts were, “Are you kidding me?”  I’ve got no time for this – but I soon learned that God often uses crisis such as this as real time to pivot our direction.  Like a bird dog on point I stood frozen and right there and then God had to pick me up and move as destiny would have it.  (Philippians 2:13)  
There is human dilemma in destiny and I also realized that destiny always involves a group of people.  Because this news did not just affect me – no it was far reaching it was Richard, my children, grand-children, sisters, brother, our Pastor Bryon, as well as all of you, my friends, and my church family.  We called Pastor Bryon over when we heard the news from my doctor and he came right over and listened and prayed for me and God gave me the strength to get through lots of situations.  Some of my first thoughts were, this is not a good time God, my grand-daughter Samantha is getting married, Adam is going to graduate next year.  Yet I knew in my soul, God will work it out.  How many of you told God I’ve got some issues with this: but with all things it is always God’s perfect timing, we just have to have faith.  We have to trust God.  The more difficult the path the more trust to give God.  Nothing, no nothing, can snatch us out of God’s hands.  God has us in the palm of his hands.  
I was turned over to the UVA doctors and yes I said doctors because there have been many, many doctors but God is faithful and reminds us that he alone is Lord and when we trust our lives to the unseen, our ever-present God will write our lives into his story and every last one of them will turn out to be a great read with a grand ending.  Thank God for my husband, family and all of you; your prayers and your humor because I found humor is one way we cope with tough situations.  I thank God for the miracles He is working in my life.  I asked my doctor if he was a “Christian” and he sort of stumbled along and I told him I wanted him to pray for me and he said, “Oh!  I can do that.”  Also asked the nurse and she said, “Honey we have already started praying for you.”  
That was a great feeling.  Three doctors believed it was cancer but praise God it was not.  God had the final say.  God took it away.  I still pray that God will take away the mass in my liver.  Remember God never takes His eyes off us or off the clock ticking over us.  You know God healed people when He walked on earth and He still heals today if we only ask Him.  God loves us so much – If His eyes are on the sparrows then I know He’s watching over me.  I know God has been faithful in our past and He will be faithful in all things in our future.  
We can place our trust in God, nothing is too difficult for Him.  God has not and will not forget about you or me.  To keep my mind from drifting to the negative I would walk around saying, “By the stripes of Jesus, I am healed…by the stripes of Jesus I am healed…Jesus paid the price for healing on the Cross.  I try to stay positive, read scripture and I know He is healing me.  God doesn’t want us to be sick.  He will not punish us.  It is the devil.  We have to believe, accept, and rebuke the devil and tell him to get behind me satan.  My faith had to take over.  
I believe in the power of prayer.  I will never forget all of your acts of kindness and your prayers.  I could feel the prayers and James 5:15 reads: And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well.  The Lord will raise Him up.  God has not forgotten about you or me.  God knows our purpose.  Our heavenly Father is there for us.  When difficult things come our way, God is there watching over us.  I may reluctantly turn the pages in my life but I cherish all the chapters God has written is writing in my life.  The Lord never meant for you to endure your challenges alone.  He is our burden bearer.  He will be your strength in times of trouble.  
Strength comes from muscle and muscle develops with a workout.  This is true spiritually as well as physically.  So I challenge you to develop your spiritual muscles, to live for the greatness of God is to live the great life!  Romans 15:13 reads: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  I want to continue to thank God for the amazing grace over me.  God is everything to me.  We serve a great and Holy God.  I have felt God’s kindness and compassion and I know He is with me.
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